
Mid-Beach Neighborhood Association (MBNA)
Beach and Water Quality Working Group Meeting Notes

July 16, 2025 – 4:00 PM

Meeting Attendees

Frank Garcia (Facilities Management)
Gabriela Gonzalez
Elizabeth Miro
Ron Mumaw
Kevin Pulido (City of Miami Beach)
Charlotte Tomasic
Oscar Vazquez (MBNA) – mbna@midbeachna.com

Meeting Summary

The MBNA Beach and Water Quality Working Group convened on July 16, 2025.
Key updates were provided regarding sargassum conditions, cleanup operations, turtle nesting survey crews, and
regulatory concerns.
Chris Bumpus was unable to attend but provided a detailed update read aloud during the meeting.
Participants noted improvements in beach conditions due to both natural weather patterns and better-coordinated
cleanup schedules.

Discussion included the ongoing need for improved coordination between county and city efforts, especially around
high accumulation periods
and the effectiveness of adapting cleanup to tide patterns.

County & Cleanup Operations

Chris Bumpus reported average sargassum levels overall, with a two-day period of high accumulation managed by
extending contractor hours to 5 PM.
County crews have adapted by conducting cleanup in both morning and afternoon when needed, a strategy
supported by MBNA members.
New turtle survey team members are now trained and expected to begin work soon. The State has approved
partial funding for enhanced efforts
including potential future integration strategies such as raking sargassum into the sand.

Chris emphasized the limits of current DEP permits, which restrict full removal operations. The group discussed the
pros and cons of
requesting expansion of these permits beyond designated hotspots between 22nd and 31st Streets.

Permits and Environmental Constraints

There was extensive discussion on the limitations of DEP-issued permits that currently allow removal only in
defined hotspot areas.
MBNA raised the question of whether to pursue expanded permitting to cover more of the Mid-Beach shoreline.
Concerns were noted about
risking existing permit approvals. There was consensus that the issue should be further explored with the County
before any formal state-level
requests are made.

A related discussion raised the role of breakwaters at 29th to 31st Streets in contributing to sargassum
accumulation and sand erosion.
MBNA members observed these structures may inadvertently create “cups” that trap seaweed and accelerate
erosion. A proposal to request a formal
evaluation of breakwater impacts by the Army Corps of Engineers was supported for further exploration.



Turtle Nesting & Beach Morphology

Residents noted increased proximity of turtle nests to the high-water mark, raising concerns over storm threats and
erosion.
An MBNA member shared that recent nesting patterns at 37th and 38th Streets place eggs in highly vulnerable
areas. This prompted
suggestions to engage local agencies and the County on mitigation strategies, including possible adjustments to
survey crew deployment and
removal of problematic infrastructure such as outdated breakwaters.

Concessions Policy

City officials confirmed that the updated Beach Concessions Manual was adopted by Commission on April 23,
2025.
MBNA inquired about enforcement regarding water distribution by concessionaires. City staff clarified that
operators must have appropriate
food and beverage permits, and while condominiums may distribute water to residents, commercial vendors cannot
do so without the required licenses.

Contract Strategy & Off-Season Operations

MBNA reiterated its long-standing position that the County should eliminate sargassum pickup during off-season
months and concentrate
funding and labor between May and September. The group believes this would allow better deployment of
resources when accumulation is highest,
and reserve lighter interleaving or raking for winter months. There was no opposition from city partners to exploring
this proposal with the County.

Next Steps & Follow-Ups

- MBNA to schedule follow-up with County and Beach Raker to discuss expanding permit coverage and evaluating
breakwater impacts.
- Request Army Corps of Engineers to review erosion effects from 29th-31st Street breakwaters.
- Continue advocating for seasonal resource concentration and flexibility within County cleanup contracts.
- Engage with turtle protection stakeholders on nest safety concerns along Mid-Beach.
- Share updated Concessions Manual link with members and clarify permit requirements with operators.


